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CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

UNCLAS SUVA 0876 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, FJ 

SUBJECT: FIJI DOCKWORKERS RETURN TO WORK; ARBITRATION CONTINUES 
REF: SUVA 0864 AND PREVIOUS 

1. FOLLOWING A POLL TAKEN OF 400 MEMBERS OF THE FIJI 
WATERSIDE WORKERS AND SEAMENS UNION OVER THE WEEKEND, 

THE UNION HAS CALLED OFF ITS STRIKE OF FIJI'S PORT FACILITIES 
AFTER TWO WEEKS OF INACITIITY. PORT OPERATIONS WILL 

NOW COMMENCE WHILE ARBITRATION HEARINGS ARE CONTINUED 
BETWEEN UNION REPRESENTATIVES AND PORTS AUTHORITY OF 
FIJI OFFICIALS. UNION SPOKESMAN TANIELA VEITATA SAID 
HE WAS RELUCTANT TO ASK HIS MEN TO RETURN TO WORK, BUT 
THE DECISION BY UNION MEMBERS TO CALL OFF THE STRIKE 
WAS A CLEAR ONE. 

2. TWO MAJOR COURT HEARINGS WILL TAKE PLACE ON JULY 18 
RELATED TO THE STRIKE. THE SEVENTEEN SEAMEN FROM THE 
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SHIP NGAHERE WHO WERE ARRESTED LAST WEEK FOR BATTLING 
WITH POLICE OVER THE REMOVAL OF THEIR SHIP FROM THE 
LAUTOKA SUGAR WHARF WILL HAVE THEIR DAY IN COURT AND 
THEY WILL LIKELY BE FINED AD PERMITTED TO RETURN TO 
THEIR SHIP. UNION LEADER VEITATA AND THE UNION OFFICIALS 
CHARGED WITH INVOLVEMENT IN AN ILLEGAL STRIKE WILL ALSO 
APPEAR IN COURT JULY 18 TO MAKE THEIR PLEAS. 
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3. AN UPSURGE OF PUBLIC SENTIMENT AGAINST THE STRIKE 
UNDOUBTEDLY AFEECTED THE UNION MEMBERS' DECISION TO 
RETURN TO WORK. WOMEN'S GROUPS IN SUVA HAVE BEEN 
ORGANIZING A PROTEST MARCH TO TAKE PLACE JULY 19 
AGAINST THE STRIKE. NEEDLESS TO SAY THE GOVERNMENT 
QUICKLY APPROVED THE LICENSE REQUEST FOR THE GROUP TO 
STAGE THE MARCH. 

4. MINISTRY OF COMMERCE OFEICERS, DESPITE THE END OF 
THE STRIKE, ARE STILL LOOKING EOR ALTERNATE .SUPPLIERS 
OF GOODS TO FIJI TO BREAK THE HEAVY DEPENDENCE FIJI 
NOW ENDURES N AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND SUPPLIERS. 

THE PUBLIC INDIGNATION OVER THE TRADE BOYCOTT PLACED ON 
FIJI BY AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND LABOR UNIONS WHILE MHE 
STRIKE WAS IN PROGRESS IS STILL BEING STRONGLY VOICED 

IN ALL QUARTERS AND THE GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO 
TAKE NECESSARY ACTION TO KEEP THE COUNTRY FROM BEING HELD 
HOSTAGE BY FOREIGN LABOR UNIONS IN THE FUTURE. 

5. RESUMPTION OF WORK COULD BE SHORT LIVED. IF ARBITRATION 
DOES NOT YIELD RESULT SATISFACTORY TO UNION AND/OR COURTS 
INFLICT HARSH PENALTIES ON HGHERE CREW AND UNION LEADERS, 
ANOTHER WALKOUT IS DISTINCT POSSIBILITY. 
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